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Meeting MINUTES
Chemical Hygiene Committee
Date | time 4/20/2023 1:30 PM | Location Zoom
In Attendance
Mark Woods, Chemistry Professor (Chair)| Scott Jaqua, Asst. Director of EHS, RSO, CHO | Lindsay Henderson, Laboratory Safety Specialist and Biosafety Officer | Shuvasree Ray, Chemistry Professor | Kim Brown, Biology Professor | Becca Wilson-Ounekeo, ESM Lab Manager | Ben Perkins, Geology Professor | Nic Meier, Chemistry Stockroom Manager (SRTC) | Mike Wendel, Biology Teaching Lab Manager | 
Absent
Jen Morse, ESM Professor | Rolf Koenenkamp, Physics Professor | Elliott Gall, MME Professor | Xavier Oberlander, Art Program Assistant | Kaleb Hood, Student Representative from MME | Shannon Roth, Director, Research Integrity & Compliance Operations | Emma Duehr Mitchell, COTA Workshops Coordinator
Approval of the 2/20/2023 Meeting Minutes
Narrative:
· Mark asked the committee for any objections in approving the meeting minutes. None were stated. The meeting minutes were approved as-is.
Laboratory Incidents
Narrative:
· There was one reported incident since the 2/20/2023 meeting. It was reported from two different perspectives:
· In the O Chem Lab in SRTC 339, a bottle of concentrated Hydrochloric acid slipped out of a student's hand and spilled in the hood and mostly on the floor. No one was hurt. No clothing or shoes were damaged. The TA called the Stockroom for help immediately after clearing students away from the area. The stockroom asked her if students were injured, and if they were able to contain the spill. They did not and were not able to clean the spill as the fumes were too great. The TA showed Nic (from the stockroom) the spill area. He turned on the Emergency purge of the nearest hood and opened the hood to working-height to clear the fumes, and applied spill material (Sodium sesquicarbonate) to the ground and hood to neutralize and contain the spill. It looked like maybe 25–50mL had been spilled with some drops as far as three feet away from the hood. Nic let the material sit for a few minutes and stirred the solids over the area (making sure that the material neutralized any other possible spots) and then swept up the floor. The student and Nic checked the hood and equipment doors for any residual spills. Nic cleaned those up as well in the same manner.
· Acid was housed in a poly coated bottle.
· Action Items:
· Lab incident placard is in the works.
CHP: Section 8 – Equipment Discussion
Narrative:
· The committee discussed what should be included in this section. It was determined that there should be general information on these types of equipment (with a focus on what types of hazard(s) the equipment presents):
· Extreme high pressure, extreme low pressure, extreme high temperature, extreme low temperature, fast moving things (like centrifuges), electrical equipment, heavy items, cryogenics/items with suffocation risk, ventilation, high magnetic fields, glassware and sharps 
Action Items:
· Mark will draft up some preliminary phrasing for these sections.
Chemical Inventory Update
Narrative:
· This process is still moving along. It is currently being paired with the annual lab assessments, in order to streamline EHS related assistance for lab spaces.
· There was a question about if there is a list of chemicals that “go bad” after a certain date. Peroxide formers were discussed. Mark offered to look into compiling a list of items that are considered a higher concern after they have been sitting a certain amount of time. For these chemicals, it might be best to automatically remove these from labs after a certain date.
Action Items:
· Mark wants to re-visit the conversation on removing certain chemicals after a certain length of time.
Lab Assessment Overview
Narrative:
· SRTC 261 – Shared teaching/equipment space between Chemistry and ESM
· Great opportunity to open up the line of communication between departments for what is actually taking place in the room.
· Shared chemical inventory is needed
· SRTC 321 – Goforth Lab
· This was paired with the annual chemical inventory upkeep.
· Student desk space was addressed
Action Items:
· Engineering building will be the focus coming soon. Their chemical inventories are currently being added to our campus inventory system.
Annual PI Focused Lab Safety Training (Continued)
Narrative:
· This training is planned to be rolled out this Fall term. It will be resource based.
· Adjuncts should be attending this training as well. And they will need to be paid to attend. 
· The training should probably be an open forum type setting (mentors and mentees all in one place). The faculty members need to know what they are responsible for and the students need to know what their faculty members are supposed to know. 
· Training should not be longer than an hour in order to encourage the most participation.
· How is it going to be determined who needs to attend? Self-selecting? By the Chair?
Action Items:
· Mark will set up a meeting with General Council and/or HR to discuss legal liability.
· A meeting will also be set up with Todd Rosenstiel discuss making the training mandatory.
Next Meeting
5/18/2023 1:30 PM, Zoom
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